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The	
  Proposed	
  Dam	
  is	
  a	
  Community	
  Issue	
  
Support	
  for	
  a	
  No	
  Dam	
  Solu(on:	
  

•  Conserva(on	
  Council	
  SA	
  	
  
•  The	
  Kaurna	
  Na(on	
  
Cultural	
  Heritage	
  
Associa(on	
  

•  Community	
  Alliance	
  SA	
  

•  The	
  Friends	
  of	
  Brownhill	
  
Creek	
  

•  Mitcham	
  Historical	
  
Society	
  

•  Na(onal	
  Trust	
  of	
  South	
  
Australia	
  

•  Nature	
  Founda(on	
  SA	
  
•  Catchment	
  Councils’	
  
Agreement	
  

•  Numerous	
  small	
  
community	
  groups	
  

•  No	
  Dam	
  Pe((on	
  with	
  
8,000	
  signatures	
  



No	
  Dam	
  in	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  Pe((on	
  2011/2012	
  Data	
  Analysis	
  	
  

Total	
  values	
  of	
  signatories	
  to	
  the	
  No	
  Dam	
  in	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  
Pe((on	
  divided	
  by	
  residen(al	
  grouping:	
  

City	
  of	
  
Mitcham	
  

City	
  of	
  
Unley	
  

City	
  of	
  
Burnside	
  

Adelaide	
  
City	
  
Council	
  

City	
  of	
  
West	
  
Torrens	
  

Other	
  
suburbs	
  

Country	
  SA;	
  
interstate;	
  
overseas	
  

Unspecified	
  
address	
  

TOTAL	
  
Signatures	
  to	
  the	
  
pe((on	
  

	
  	
  3322	
   	
  970	
   	
  	
  297	
   	
  	
  179	
   	
  	
  155	
   	
  2361	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  728	
   	
  	
  	
  120	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  8132	
  

Mitcham	
  

41%	
  

Unley	
  
12%	
  

Burnside	
  
4%	
  

Adelaide	
  
2%	
  

West	
  Torrens	
  
2%	
  

Other	
  
Metropolitan	
  

Suburbs	
  
29%	
  

Country	
  SA,	
  
Interstate,	
  
	
  Overseas	
  

9%	
  

Unspecified	
  
1%	
  

Pe##on	
  Signatories	
  by	
  Council	
  Region	
  



Catchment	
  Council	
  Agreement	
  

•  Due	
  to	
  community	
  opposi(on	
  to	
  the	
  dam	
  the	
  five	
  councils	
  (Adelaide,	
  
Burnside,	
  Mitcham,	
  Unley	
  and	
  West	
  Torrens)	
  have	
  agreed	
  to	
  a	
  new	
  plan.	
  

•  The	
  $150	
  million,	
  2012	
  Brown	
  Hill	
  Keswick	
  Creek	
  Stormwater	
  Management	
  
Plan,	
  is	
  in	
  two	
  parts.	
  

•  Part	
  A	
  contains	
  the	
  bulk	
  of	
  the	
  works	
  (80%	
  of	
  the	
  value	
  of	
  works-­‐$120m)	
  in	
  
the	
  Keswick	
  Creek	
  and	
  Lower	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  catchment.	
  These	
  works	
  can	
  
proceed.	
  

•  Part	
  B	
  contains	
  the	
  Upper	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  catchment	
  works	
  above	
  the	
  
Glenelg	
  Tramway,	
  including	
  a	
  proposed	
  dam	
  in	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  Valley	
  or	
  
the	
  No	
  Dam	
  Op(on	
  3A	
  works.	
  

•  Part	
  B	
  works	
  will	
  be	
  assessed	
  over	
  12	
  months	
  and	
  the	
  councils	
  have	
  
“commi?ed	
  to	
  a	
  preference	
  to	
  pursue	
  a	
  feasible	
  and	
  whole	
  of	
  catchment,	
  
community	
  supported,	
  No	
  Dam	
  solu<on”.	
  



Recommended	
  
Stormwater	
  
Management	
  
Strategies	
  

Note:	
  The	
  No	
  Dam	
  Op(on	
  3A	
  is	
  
now	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  Recommended	
  
Stormwater	
  Management	
  
Strategies	
  (see	
  page	
  vii,	
  2012	
  
Brown	
  Hill	
  Keswick	
  Creek	
  
Stormwater	
  Management	
  
Plan).	
  





A	
  Dam	
  is	
  Not	
  Required	
  

•  $2.1million	
  channel	
  works	
  in	
  the	
  Mitcham	
  area.	
  

•  One	
  addi(onal	
  diversion	
  culvert,	
  1,480m	
  in	
  length,	
  from	
  Hampton	
  Street	
  in	
  
Hawthorn	
  to	
  Malcolm	
  Street	
  in	
  Millswood.	
  

•  Note	
  that	
  with	
  a	
  dam,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  5,270m	
  of	
  diversion	
  culverts	
  in	
  Unley.	
  

•  860m	
  of	
  the	
  No	
  Dam	
  culvert	
  length	
  will	
  be	
  in	
  Unley,	
  but	
  using	
  the	
  rail	
  corridor,	
  not	
  
the	
  streets	
  of	
  Unley.	
  

•  Worley	
  Parsons	
  state	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  feasible	
  and	
  will	
  have	
  minimal	
  impact	
  on	
  trees.	
  

•  Cost	
  es(mated	
  to	
  be	
  $3million	
  more,	
  but	
  should	
  be	
  cost	
  neutral	
  when	
  the	
  dam	
  is	
  
properly	
  costed.	
  Study	
  underway.	
  

•  With	
  downstream	
  works	
  expanded,	
  the	
  dam	
  is	
  not	
  required.	
  The	
  system	
  will	
  
accommodate	
  the	
  flow	
  from	
  both	
  short	
  and	
  long	
  dura(on	
  rain	
  events.	
  

No	
  Dam	
  Op(on	
  3A	
  



KEY	
  POINTS	
  

•  A	
  dam	
  in	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  will	
  not	
  prevent	
  flooding	
  
from	
  short,	
  intense	
  rainfall	
  over	
  the	
  urban	
  
catchment.	
  	
  	
  

•  In	
  order	
  to	
  do	
  this,	
  downstream	
  channel	
  works,	
  
including	
  diversion	
  culverts,	
  must	
  be	
  undertaken.	
  

•  Expanding	
  these	
  downstream	
  works	
  eliminates	
  the	
  
need	
  for	
  a	
  dam	
  and	
  provides	
  a	
  beher	
  Stormwater	
  
Management	
  solu(on.	
  



Dam	
  Provides	
  No	
  Protec(on	
  for	
  Short	
  
Dura(on	
  Rain	
  Events	
  (page	
  76,	
  2012	
  SMP).	
  



A	
  DAM	
  HAS	
  NOT	
  YET	
  BEEN	
  RULED	
  OUT!	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  WHAT	
  TYPE	
  OF	
  DAM?	
  

•  Not	
  a	
  small	
  earth	
  dam	
  
blending	
  into	
  the	
  
environment.	
  

•  Extreme	
  Hazard	
  	
  dam	
  
involving	
  concrete.	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ANCOLD	
  Guidelines	
  

•  The	
  scale,	
  cost	
  and	
  impacts	
  
of	
  this	
  proposed	
  dam	
  
would	
  be	
  much	
  greater	
  
than	
  stated.	
  

•  The	
  exact	
  design;	
  
environmental	
  impact	
  
study;	
  cultural	
  heritage	
  
surveys;	
  geo-­‐technical	
  
survey	
  (earthquake	
  risk?)	
  
only	
  to	
  be	
  carried	
  out	
  if	
  
and	
  when	
  the	
  dam	
  is	
  
chosen	
  as	
  the	
  preferred	
  
op(on!	
  



Heritage	
  and	
  Environment	
  at	
  Risk	
  of	
  Destruc(on	
  
• 	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  Recrea(on	
  Park	
  
• 	
  One	
  of	
  our	
  State’s	
  oldest	
  Parks	
  
• 	
  Kaurna	
  and	
  Colonial	
  Heritage	
  site	
  
• 	
  Yurrebilla	
  Trail	
  
• 	
  Natural	
  Monument	
  (IUCN)	
  
• 	
  Threatened	
  species	
  
• 	
  Significant	
  Trees	
  
• 	
  On	
  the	
  Na(onal	
  Trust	
  At	
  Risk	
  Register	
  
• 	
  Last	
  state	
  protected	
  sec(on	
  of	
  Creek	
  
• 	
  A	
  community	
  resource	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  PROTECT	
  	
  WIRRAPARINGA	
  

The	
  en(re	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  Valley,	
  
including	
  adjoining	
  valleys,	
  provide	
  a	
  
gateway	
  and	
  wildlife	
  corridor	
  to	
  The	
  
Greater	
  Mount	
  Lomy	
  Parklands.	
  



What	
  Can	
  You	
  Do?	
  

•  We	
  are	
  the	
  custodians	
  

•  Inform	
  and	
  mobilize	
  the	
  community	
  

•  Join	
  our	
  group	
  
•  Sign	
  and	
  distribute	
  the	
  No	
  Dam	
  Pe((on	
  

•  Support	
  our	
  events	
  

•  Contact	
  your	
  local	
  council	
  and	
  MP	
  

•  Together	
  we	
  can	
  save	
  the	
  heritage	
  and	
  
environment	
  of	
  Brownhill	
  Creek	
  Valley/
Wirraparinga	
  and	
  have	
  Flood	
  Mi#ga#on	
  
Without	
  a	
  Dam	
  

•  We	
  have	
  benefited	
  from	
  past	
  legacies	
  

What	
  legacy	
  do	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  leave	
  
for	
  future	
  genera(ons?	
  

www.brownhillcreek.org	
  


