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The yellow-footed antechinus (Antechinus flavipes), also known as the mardo, is a shrew-like marsupial found in
Australia. One notable feature of the species is its sexual behavior. The male yellow-footed antechinus engages in
such frenzied mating that its immune system becomes compromised, resulting in stress related death before it is

one year old.

Taxonomy

The yellow-footed antechinus was described in 1838 by George Robert Waterhouse, referring to a specimen that
was collected north of the Hunter River in New South Wales. The author tentatively placed the new species with
the genus Phascogale, recognising the similar dentition by reference to a description but without a skull for a
closer comparison.'?) The specific epithet flavipes means yellow-footed. The species has occasionally been

combined with the Antechinus stuartii (brown antechinus).t31t4!

A member of the family Dasyuridae, the yellow-footed antechinus is the most widespread of all the members of

its genus, Antechinus.

Three subspecies of the yellow-footed antechinus are recognised:!

e Antechinus flavipes flavipes Waterhouse 1838, found in southeastern Queensland, New South Wales,
Victoria and South Australia
e Antechinus flavipes leucogaster, found in southwestern Western Australia

e Antechinus flavipes rubeculus, found in northeastern Queensland

Description

The yellow-footed antechinus has a geographically variable fur colour, but is generally somewhat greyish. Other
notable features include a white eye-ring and a black tip to the tail.l*) The coloration is always slate grey at the
head and shoulder, with a grizzled appearance that grades to russet or yellowish fur, pale at the chin and throat
and a darker tone at the rump, flank, belly, leg and foot. This variation in the subspecies A flavipes rubeculus,
those occurring in the northeast of Queensland, is a deep red than the population in southwest Australia, A

flavipes leucogaster.>’

In size and body shape this species is fairly typical of Antechinus genus. The combined head and body length is
from 90 to 160 millimetres and weight range is 20 to 75 grams. The number of teats varies between individuals
and the subspecies, flavipes has 10 to 13 and leucogaster 8 to 10 teats.'>! It has a pointed muzzle and short, broad

feet of buff to yellow-brown colour, hence the name. It has short hair and a moderately long tail.

The yellow-footed antechinus differs from its relatives in its comparatively diurnal habits.'®! The mating season
lasts for two weeks either in August, for southern animals; in October, for animals from southern Queensland; or
in June-July, for north Queensland animals.'®) The diet is invertebrates, eggs, nectar and sometimes small

vertebrates.[®!

Distribution and habitat

The yellow-footed antechinus is found discontinuously from around the Mount Lofty Ranges in South Australia to
around Eungella in Queensland, with the exception of most of coastal New South Wales and Victoria. Isolated
populations occur in northeastern Queensland and in southwestern Western Australia. Some populations are

listed as "locally common", others as uncertain.

The yellow-footed antechinus occupies a variety of habitats, including dry arid scrubland’! and sclerophyll forest.
In the north, it also inhabits coastal heaths, swamps and woodland; in the far north it is found in tropical vine

forest.t®]

Reproduction

Antechinus are both polyandrous and semelparous; all males die after the mating period and most females die
after weaning their offspring, while some females live to the next year to litter another brood. Female A. flavipes
vary their torpor use over the course of gestation (~28 days) and in response to adverse environmental
conditions, likely to promote the healthy development of their young.[®! Prior to breeding, both males and females
use frequent, deep, and long torpor which is reduced during the mating season. Pregnant females continue to use
torpor, but these are significantly shallower and less frequent than they were before breeding. Parturient and
lactating females do not express torpor. Body temperature and metabolic rate are tightly controlled during these

times and can be matched to the reproductive stage of the female.l”’

References

1. “ Menkhorst, P.; Friend, T.; Burnett, S.; McKenzie, N. (2016). "Antechinus flavipes". IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.
2016: eT40524A21946235. doi:10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-2.RLTS.T40524A21946235.68. Retrieved 12 November 2021.

2. ~ @b \Waterhouse, G.R. (1838). "Characters of some New Species of the Genera Mus and Phascogale". Proceedings of the
Zoological Society of London. 1838: 75.

3. ~abcygn Dyck, S.M. (1995). "Yellow-footed Antechinus". In Strahan, Ronald (ed.). The Mammals of Australia. Reed
Books. pp. 86-88. ISBN 0-7301-0484-2.

4. " Groves, C. P. (2005). Wilson, D. E.; Reeder, D. M. (eds.). Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic and Geographic
Reference (3rd ed.). Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. p. 29. ISBN 0-801-88221-4. OCLC 62265494,

5. "~ @b Menkhorst, PW.; Knight, F. (2011). A field guide to the mammals of Australia (3rd ed.). Melbourne: Oxford University
Press. p. 58. ISBN 9780195573954,

6. ~ @b cdMenkhorst, Peter (2001). A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia. Oxford University Press. p. 54. ISBN 0-19-
550870-X.

7.~ Ellis, M.V. and Smith, J.M. (1990). Inland occurrences of the Yellow-footed Antechinus Antechinus flavipes (Waterhouse,
1838) in New South Wales. Australian Zoologist. 26:21-22.

8. " Stawski, Clare, and A Daniella Rojas. "Thermal Physiology of a Reproductive Female Marsupial, Antechinus Flavipes".
Mammal Research, vol. 61, no. 4, 2016, pp. 417-421., doi:10.1007/513364-016-0287-8.

9. " Parker, Cassandra A, et al. "Thermal Physiology and Activity in Relation to Reproductive Status and Sex in a Free-Ranging

Semelparous Marsupial". Conservation Physiology, vol. 7, no. 1, Jan. 2019, doi:10.1093/conphys/coz073.

External links

e The mardo discussed on RadioNZ Critter of the Week, 10 February
2017

Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Antechinus
flavipes.

@
@  Wikispecies has

(5) information related to

Antechinus flavipes.
Wikidata: Q194981 - Wikispecies: Antechinus flavipes - ADW: Antechinus_flavipes -
AFD: Antechinus_flavipes - BioLib: 33328 - BOLD: 666061 ColL: 66 XSM - EoL: 323715 -
Fossilworks: 247139 - GBIF: 2435366 - iNaturalist: 40187 - IRMNG: 10209883 - ITIS: 552594 -
IUCN: 40524 - MSW: 10800055 - NCBI: 38775 - uBio: 107414

Taxon identifiers

This article uses material from the Wikipedia article "Yellow-footed antechinus", which is released under the Creative Commons

Attribution-Share-Alike License 3.0. Content may have been omitted from the original, but no content has been changed or extended.

Help Community

Forum Guidelines

Press Terms of Use ® Q .
Jobs Privacy

iNaturalist Network developers

iNaturalist open source software

»{" Atlas of Living Australia
BHL Bijodiversity Heritage Library
() BOLD Systems BIN search

& Global Biodiversity Information
Facility (GBIF)

W iNaturalist Mammal Working
Group

) VertNet

Computer Vision
Model

‘W Included

The current Computer Vision Model knows
about this taxon, so it might be included in
automated suggestions with the "Visually

Similar" label.

The "Expected Nearby" label is derived from
the Geomodel. Learn more about the

Geomodel here.

ANDROID APP ON
P> Google Play
# Download on the
S App Store

English -

Log In or Sign Up



https://www.inaturalist.org/observations
https://www.inaturalist.org/login
https://www.inaturalist.org/signup
https://www.inaturalist.org/people
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/1-Animalia
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/40181-Antechinus
https://inaturalist-open-data.s3.amazonaws.com/photos/52091533/square.jpeg
https://inaturalist-open-data.s3.amazonaws.com/photos/47323366/square.jpg
https://inaturalist-open-data.s3.amazonaws.com/photos/18706/square.jpg
https://inaturalist-open-data.s3.amazonaws.com/photos/29009560/square.jpg
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/40187-Antechinus-flavipes/browse_photos
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?verifiable=true&taxon_id=40187&view=observers
https://www.inaturalist.org/people/scottwgavins
https://www.inaturalist.org/people/scottwgavins
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?verifiable=true&taxon_id=40187&view=identifiers
https://www.inaturalist.org/people/josefnr
https://www.inaturalist.org/people/josefnr
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/196207677
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/196207677
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/196207677
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?verifiable=true&taxon_id=40187
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Antechinus_flavipes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikispecies
https://species.wikimedia.org/wiki/Antechinus_flavipes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow-footed_antechinus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Antechinus_agilis_Gould.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marsupial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Species
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_sexual_behavior
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mating
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stress_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Robert_Waterhouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunter_River_(New_South_Wales)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phascogale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antechinus_stuartii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dasyuridae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antechinus
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antechinus_flavipes_flavipes&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antechinus_flavipes_leucogaster&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antechinus_flavipes_rubeculus&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antechinus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diurnal_animal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Lofty_Ranges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eungella_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwest_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sclerophyll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semelparity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torpor
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/40187-Antechinus-flavipes#cite_ref-iucn_status_12_November_2021_1-0
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/40524/21946235
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_Red_List
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.2305%2FIUCN.UK.2016-2.RLTS.T40524A21946235.en
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/40187-Antechinus-flavipes#cite_ref-Waterhouse_2-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G._R._Waterhouse
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/page/30570960
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-7301-0484-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Groves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_E._Wilson
http://www.departments.bucknell.edu/biology/resources/msw3/browse.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-801-88221-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OCLC_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/62265494
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Menkhorst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Knight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780195573954
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-19-550870-X
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/afternoons/audio/201832747/critter-of-the-week-the-mardo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Taxon_identifiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikidata
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q194981
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikispecies
https://species.wikimedia.org/wiki/Antechinus_flavipes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_Diversity_Web
https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Antechinus_flavipes/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Faunal_Directory
https://biodiversity.org.au/afd/taxa/Antechinus_flavipes
https://www.biolib.cz/en/taxon/id33328
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barcode_of_Life_Data_System
http://www.boldsystems.org/index.php/TaxBrowser_TaxonPage?taxid=666061
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalogue_of_Life
https://www.catalogueoflife.org/data/taxon/66XSM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclopedia_of_Life
https://eol.org/pages/323715
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossilworks
http://www.fossilworks.org/cgi-bin/bridge.pl?a=taxonInfo&taxon_no=247139
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Biodiversity_Information_Facility
https://www.gbif.org/species/2435366
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/INaturalist
https://inaturalist.org/taxa/40187
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interim_Register_of_Marine_and_Nonmarine_Genera
https://www.irmng.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=10209883
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Integrated_Taxonomic_Information_System
https://www.itis.gov/servlet/SingleRpt/SingleRpt?search_topic=TSN&search_value=552594
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_Red_List
https://apiv3.iucnredlist.org/api/v3/taxonredirect/40524
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammal_Species_of_the_World
https://www.departments.bucknell.edu/biology/resources/msw3/browse.asp?s=y&id=10800055
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Center_for_Biotechnology_Information
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Taxonomy/Browser/wwwtax.cgi?mode=Info&id=38775
http://www.ubio.org/browser/details.php?namebankID=107414
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow-footed_antechinus
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.inaturalist.org/geo_model/40187/explain
https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Antechinus_flavipes/
https://mammaldiversity.org/species-account.php?genus=Antechinus&species=flavipes
http://bie.ala.org.au/species/Antechinus_flavipes
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/name/Antechinus%20flavipes
http://boldsystems.org/index.php/Public_BINSearch?query=%22Antechinus%20flavipes%22%5Btax%5D
https://www.gbif.org/search?q=Antechinus%20flavipes
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/inaturalist-mammal-working-group
http://portal.vertnet.org/search?q=Antechinus%20flavipes
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/about
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/help
https://forum.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/press
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/jobs
https://www.inaturalist.org/blog
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/community+guidelines
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/terms
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/privacy
https://www.inaturalist.org/donate?utm_campaign=default&utm_content=footer-button&utm_medium=web
https://store.inaturalist.org/
https://www.facebook.com/inaturalist/
https://twitter.com/inaturalist
https://instagram.com/inaturalistorg
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.inaturalist.android
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028?mt=8
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://www.inaturalist.org/sites/network
https://github.com/inaturalist/inaturalist
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/developers

